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TOP MATHEMATICIAN TO SPEAK AT UM SEPT. 6 
MISSOULA -
Herbert Wilf, one of the world’s foremost mathematicians, will speak at The 
University of Montanan at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 6, in the Music Recital Hall. His free 
public lecture will be titled "From the Konigsberg Bridges to DNA Sequencing."
Wilf is the Thomas A. Scott professor of mathematics at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He has been honored for distinguished university teaching and important 
research contributions. He brings an infectious enthusiasm for his mathematical pursuits, and 
his talk is intended for a general audience.
During his lecture Wilf will discuss the town of Konigsberg, where there once were 
seven bridges connecting a number of islands. People there questioned whether a citizen could 
take a single walk that would cross every bridge exactly once. Famed mathematician Leonhard 
Euler (1707-1783) solved this problem and a whole family of similar problems, and W ilf s 
lecture will examine the solution Euler found. Wilf also will describe some of the applications 
of this subject to contemporary DNA sequencing.
In addition, he will say a few words about how computers can now do some things that 
used to be thought only doable by human math wizards.
Wilf’s lecture is a public event of the Big Sky Conference on Discrete Mathematics.
For more information, call (406) 243-5311.
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